
 

May 2021 Commencement Information 

Graduate and Alumni Tickets 

 The Robinson Grand Performing Arts Center (RGPAC) is the venue for the 150th 

Commencement of Alderson Broaddus University to be held on Saturday, May 8, 2021. The 

RGPAC, originally built in 1913 and recently remodeled and renovated is permitting AB to hold 

this ceremony while following Covid-19 restrictions for social distancing, and is requiring those 

in attendance to wear masks and/or other facial coverings. In order to safely accommodate our 

graduates, alumni from the Class of 2020, guests and commencement staff, tickets will be 

required for admittance to the May 2021 Commencement Ceremonies. Please read the following 

information carefully, directing any questions to the Office of the Provost/Executive Vice 

President for Academic Affairs at (304) 457-6201. 

How many tickets do I get? 

One (1) ticket will be provided to each graduate who RESERVES their place in the 

Commencement Ceremony. Due to restrictions imposed by the Robinson Grand Performing Arts 

Center for the safe gathering of our graduates, alumni and their guests, admittance to the 

Commencement Ceremonies will be based on two factors: (1) Graduates and Alumni who plan 

to participate in Commencement MUST RSVP their participation by April 14, 2021; and (2) 

those who RSVP will be provided with one (1) ticket, allowing them to have a maximum of 4 

guests accompany them to the ceremony. 

Important Notes: 

 TICKETS ARE REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION INTO THE 

ROBINSON GRAND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER. 

 GRADUATES AND THEIR GUESTS MUST PLAN TO 

ARRIVE AT THE SAME TIME TO BE GRANTED 

ADMITTANCE. 

 NO ONE WILL BE ADMITTED WITHOUT A TICKET. 

 Seats are unassigned and the 4 guests will be seated together by 

our commencement staff: allowing for social distancing. Doors 

will open 1 hour before the Commencement Ceremony. Graduates 

and guests MUST enter the venue at the same time. 

 Tickets are not for sale; students found to be selling tickets will be 

subject to disciplinary action by the University. 

 Tickets will be labeled with the graduate’s name and assigned 

ceremony. 



How do I reserve my participation in the Commencement Ceremony and receive 

my ticket? 

Graduates are expected to RESERVE their participation in the Commencement Ceremony by 

emailing Anna Marsh (marshar@ab.edu) no later than April 14, 2021. Due to attendance 

restrictions reservations cannot be accepted after this date. Tickets will be labeled with the 

graduate’s name, College and time of the ceremony. The graduate MUST attend the assigned 

ceremony as indicated on the ticket; tickets will be distributed either during the Graduate Fair on 

April 21, 2021 or will be mailed to the graduates via the US postal service.  

Why are tickets required? 

The ticketing requirement is being implemented due to the seating capacity of the venue as 

recommended by the social distancing guidelines issued by the West Virginia Department of 

Health. In order to guarantee that our graduates have an equal opportunity for seating their 

guests, while ensuring adherence to the social distance limits of the venue, the tickets have 

become a necessity to safeguard our event and all those in attendance. 

Do I need a ticket for myself? What time should I arrive? 

Yes, graduates will need tickets to be admitted to the RGPAC and their guests will need to 

accompany them during the admittance process. Tickets will be labeled with the graduate’s 

name, College and time of the ceremony. Graduates and their guests will be admitted to the 

RGPAC one hour before the designated Commencement Ceremony. 

I have a family member or guest who needs handicapped or accessible seating. Are 

there accessible seats? 

Yes, the RGPAC has accessible seating available on a first come, first serve basis as well as 

seating that is specifically for guests who need to remain confined to a wheelchair or scooter. 

Due to limited spacing, we cannot guarantee that guests using handicapped accessible seating 

will be able to be seated near the rest of their party; otherwise, all guests of the graduate will be 

seated together to the extent possible. 

Do infants or children count in my allocated maximum number of guests? 

Children under age 3 who will be sitting in a lap during the entire ceremony are not considered 

as part of the maximum of 4 guests. If the child needs a seat of their own, they will be considered 

as one of the 4 guests. Please note that due to fire regulations, strollers cannot be in the aisles 

during the ceremony; please secure these items in your vehicle before entering the RGPAC. 

Will my family and guests be able to be seated together? 

Seating is not assigned, and our commencement staff will seat all 4 guests together to the extent 

possible (exceptions might include those who require handicapped or accessible seating.) Guests 

must plan to enter the RGPAC with their graduate at the assigned time for the Commencement 

Ceremony. 
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What if my family or guests are late? Do they lose their seats? 

Guests must plan to arrive at the RGPAC with their graduate; we cannot accommodate late 

arrivals and anyone arriving after the graduate will not be permitted to enter the RGPAC.  

Can my friends on campus come to the ceremony? 

Your ticket allows a maximum of 4 guests and that decision is yours to do with as you wish, so 

anyone you choose can be your guest(s) as long as it does not exceed the maximum number of 

allowable guests. 

What if I lose my ticket or I forget to pick up my ticket from the Graduate Fair or 

the Office of the Provost/Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs? 

Only graduates who have their tickets in hand will be admitted to the Robinson Grand 

Performing Arts Center. We ask that your guests enter the RGPAC with you. Seating is 

guaranteed for a maximum of 4 guests per graduate.  

Will masks and/or facial coverings be required during the Commencement 

Ceremony? 

Yes. 

What if I have additional questions? 

Please direct your questions to the Office of the Provost/Executive Vice President for Academic 

Affairs at (304) 457-6201. 

 


