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Background 

In accordance with NCAA regulations and in an effort to continually improve the quality of both the educational and 

athletic experiences of students at Alderson Broaddus University, the University released an anonymous survey during 

the final few weeks of the 2016 Spring Semester. The survey was open to all graduating senior athletes and covered a 

wide range of topics concerning their experiences at ABU. Participants were entered into a random drawing for one of 

two $50.00 Visa Gift cards as an incentive for their cooperation. 

Please indicate your status eligibility for completing this survey from the choices provided. 

Response Average Total 

Graduating Senior  100% 18 

Total  100% 18/18 

If you wish, please provide us with this optional demographic information in the box below: 

Name: Sport: Ethnicity: 
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Response 

Nicole Martin 

Women’s Tennis 

White 

Football : White 

Erin Gallagher: Women's Lacrosse: White 

Jacob Spellman. Football. White 

Myles Miller Men’s Volleyball African American 

Randee Seevers, Womens Golf, White 

Scott Nesland: Cross Country/Track & Field: Caucasian 

N/A 

Women's Lacrosse 

softball 

Julianna Bravo 

Softball 

Hispanic 

Soccer 
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Response 

Softball 

Elizabeth Creech: Swimming: Caucasian 

Volleyball 

Gender 

Response Average Total 

Male  28% 5 

Female  72% 13 

Total  100% 18/18 

Did you receive an athletic scholarship? 

Response Average Total 

Full  37% 7 

Partial  58% 11 
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Response Average Total 

None  5% 1 

Total  100% 19/18 

The ABU administration has a positive opinion of student athletes. 

Response Average Total 

Strongly Agree  11% 2 

Agree  72% 13 

Disagree  17% 3 

Total  100% 18/18 

The ABU administration has a positive opinion of student athlete programs. 

Response Average Total 

Strongly Agree  17% 3 
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Response Average Total 

Agree  67% 12 

Disagree  17% 3 

Total  100% 18/18 

The ABU faculty has a positive opinion of student athlete programs. 

Response Average Total 

Strongly Agree  17% 3 

Agree  72% 13 

Disagree  11% 2 

Total  100% 18/18 

To what extent did Athletic Department or University-wide programming help you academically? 
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Response Average Total 

Extremely helpful  17% 3 

Very helpful  22% 4 

Slightly helpful  39% 7 

Not at all helpful  22% 4 

Total  100% 18/18 

How helpful did you find Coach Supported Study Table Sessions to be? 

Response Average Total 

Extremely helpful  6% 1 

Very helpful  17% 3 

Slightly helpful  39% 7 

Not at all helpful  39% 7 



SENIOR ATHLETE SURVEY RESULTS 2018 8 

Response Average Total 

Total  100% 18/18 

How helpful did you find Professor lead study sessions to be? 

Response Average Total 

Extremely helpful  17% 3 

Very helpful  44% 8 

Slightly helpful  28% 5 

Not at all helpful  11% 2 

Total  100% 18/18 

Please list any other programs you found academically helpful 
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Response 

N/A 

N/A 

Aces 

ACES 

I was never involved in a team required study session because my grades were always well off so 

they didn't benefit or hurt me. 

N/A 

ACES 

N/A 

Tutoring 

none 

n/a 

N/A 

ACES 

N/a 
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Response 

N/A 

Aces 

ACES is an extremely helpful resource available to students. 

N/A 

Of the items listed below, which had the greatest impact on your academic performance? Please rank from 1-5, 

with 1 being the least helpful and 5 being the most helpful. 

Average rank 

Travel Time commitment 2.2 

Class attendance 3.9 

Flexibility of Professor with regard to attendance and 

exams 

4.4 

Competition Schedule 2.9 

Practice/Conditioning 3.1 
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In your opinion, what changes would make the most significant improvement in the academic success of student-

athletes, keeping in mind the questions listed above? 

Response 

I think a better work ethic from student athletes as a whole would aide in success  in the classroom. 

So many athletes expect the grades to be given to them once enter the college atmosphere 

More practice time options. Teachers being able to help students that miss class more. 

Practice times 

I think the professors are very accommodating with the athletes at the AB 

Mandatory study sessions and academic counselors for struggling students. 

Traveling less 

Just keep the coaches and professors communicating, and keeping practices away from class times. 

Stop giving sports priority over academics. 

Ensuring practices and conditioning are not when practice is. Making sure all professors are willing 

to help student athletes if they miss class for a game. 

Coaches being flexible with class schedules. 

Having coaches be more reasonable when academics are more important. 

N/A 
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Response 

less away games 

Tutors available whenever. Ex: tutors travel with team on big team trips 

No changes 

Coaches being more informed on grades and having better communications with professors 

We are student athletes with the student part coming first. What would have had the greatest impact 

on my last year in the sport would have been a little more understanding on the part of the coach. My 

professors were as accommodating as possible, but there was always backlash from the coach if I 

had to miss practice for a school function or event. However, the Athletic Department as a whole 

does a wonderful job of understanding and working with students and faculty. 

N/A 

Indicate your level of satisfaction with the contribution made by the following tools in relation to the impact that 

they had in helping you to succeed competitively? 

1= Very dissatisfied 2=Dissatisfied  3=Satisfied 4= Very satisfied 

Average rank 

1 2 3 4 

Coaching: 2.8 
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Average rank 

Practice Facilities: 2.5 

Competition Facilities: 2.9 

Strength and Conditioning: 2.6 

Promotion and Marketing of your Sport: 2.1 

Supplies/Gear for Practice and Competition: 2.6 

Team Travel (Including meals/snacks, 

transportation, and accommodations): 

3.1 

Response 

Coach didn’t care about all of his swimmers only the star ones. Took us to the grocery store for 

dinner. Was driving over 90 mph on our drive home from a meet. Passed three cars in a row on a 

back road home. Didn’t buys seniors a senior gift or anything. Didn’t buy us new tech suits. Wasn’t 

on pool deck most of the time at conference. Showed up late to practice all the time. Left practice a 

few times because he was mad. Very disrespectful as a head coach. 

Traveling meals that are appropriate for a 18+ year old male to eat to keep their body fueled for a 

game.  
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Response 

Coach wise: This year I was incredibly satisfied, my first three years I was very dissatisfied. I wish I 

could've had Coach Stark my entire career. 

I give these criticisms to help improve the program. I harbor no ill feelings against any coach or the 

program in general. I wish this program nothing but success in the future. I have greatly enjoyed my 

time here at AB as a battler.  

Please rate the following statements regarding your coach. 

1= Very false 2=False 3=True 4= Very True 

Average rank 

My coach was fair in dealing with me and my 

teammates. 

2.8 

My coach encouraged my academic success. 3.3 

My coach exercised flexibility in respect to my 

academic commitments. 

3.1 

My coach was sensitive to the time demands 

placed on me as a student-athlete. 

3.0 

My coach emphasized and demanded principles 2.9 
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Average rank 

of fair play. 

My coach demonstrated high level of integrity. 2.8 

In regards to media and publicity. 

The athletic department website is accurate, up-to-date, and informative. 

Response Average Total 

Strongly Agree  17% 3 

Agree  72% 13 

Disagree  6% 1 

Strongly Disagree  6% 1 

Total  100% 18/18 

The athletic department provides media attention to my sport including post game releases and news regarding 

my sport. 
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Response Average Total 

Strongly Agree  44% 8 

Agree  39% 7 

Disagree  6% 1 

Strongly Disagree  11% 2 

Total  100% 18/18 

The athletic department provides streaming of the games, live in game statistics, and social media updates so my 

family and friends can enjoy the games. 

Response Average Total 

Strongly Agree  28% 5 

Agree  50% 9 

Disagree  11% 2 
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Response Average Total 

Strongly Disagree  11% 2 

Total  100% 18/18 

Were you well informed with regard to NCAA rules and regulations? 

Response Average Total 

Yes  94% 17 

No  6% 1 

Total  100% 18/18 

Would additional NCAA rules meetings/compliance newsletters/email NCAA rules alerts be helpful? 

Response Average Total 

Yes  33% 6 

No  67% 12 
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Response Average Total 

Total  100% 18/18 

Who would you contact if you had questions regarding NCAA Eligibility or other NCAA rules? 

Response 

Carrie bodkins 

N/A 

Coach 

My coach 

Coach Creehan or Carrie Bodkins 

Carrie bodkins 

Carrie Bodkins 

First I would contact my coach. If it needs to go further, Carrie Bodkins would be the 

next person to go to with concerns regarding compliance and eligibility. 

Carrie Bodkins 

kari 

I don't know. 
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Response 

Carrie or my coach 

carrie bodkins 

 I would look things up myself 

Carrie Bodkins 

My compliance director 

I would contact the school compliance officer, Carrie Bodkins. The student should also be able to 

ask their coach and be directed to the person they should contact for specific issues. 

Carrie Bodkins 

Do you feel the Alderson Broaddus Athletic Department provided you with the opportunity to voice your 

concerns regarding matters relating to your well-being as a student-athlete? 

Response Average Total 

Always  22% 4 

Most of the time  44% 8 

Rarely  28% 5 

Never  6% 1 
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Response Average Total 

Total  100% 18/18 

As a student-athlete were you treated fairly and without gender bias within the Alderson Broaddus Athletic 

Program? 

Response Average Total 

Always  56% 10 

Most of the time  28% 5 

Rarely  17% 3 

Total  100% 18/18 

What was your experience with the athletic trainers? 

Response Average Total 

Excellent  56% 10 

Very Good  39% 7 
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Response Average Total 

Fair  6% 1 

Total  100% 18/18 

The athletic training staff was available at times compatible with my academic schedule. 

Response Average Total 

Always  44% 8 

Most of the time  50% 9 

Rarely  6% 1 

Total  100% 18/18 

The athletic training staff was sensitive to the need to refer complicated problems to a physician. 

Response Average Total 

Always  56% 10 
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Response Average Total 

Most of the time  39% 7 

Rarely  6% 1 

Total  100% 18/18 

As a student athlete I feel I have been treated fairly and equally by my professors and academic advisor. 

Response Average Total 

Always  50% 9 

Most of the time  50% 9 

Total  100% 18/18 

As a student-athlete I feel I have been treated fairly and equally by the business office staff. 

Response Average Total 

Always  83% 15 
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Response Average Total 

Most of the time  17% 3 

Total  100% 18/18 

As a student-athlete I feel I have been treated fairly and equally by the financial aid department. 

Response Average Total 

Always  78% 14 

Most of the time  17% 3 

Rarely  6% 1 

Total  100% 18/18 

As a student-athlete I feel I have been treated fairly and equally by the coaches and athletic department. 

Response Average Total 

Always  28% 5 
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Response Average Total 

Most of the time  56% 10 

Sometimes  17% 3 

Total  100% 18/18 

As a student-athlete I feel I have been treated fairly and equally by the Office of Student Affairs. 

Response Average Total 

Always  67% 12 

Most of the time  17% 3 

Sometimes  6% 1 

Rarely  11% 2 

Total  100% 18/18 

Do you feel like your specific team was represented on SAAC Committee and were you aware of the program 

and services sponsored by SAAC? 
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Response Average Total 

Yes  83% 15 

No  17% 3 

Total  100% 18/18 

1. If you answered NO to the above question, please make suggestions that can improve

awareness for future ABU student athletes.

Response 

really don't know much about saac 

I just was never aware of when SAAC was meeting or how I could get involved. 

Social media. Have coaches tell us. 

Check all SAAC programs and/or services that you participated in as a student-athlete. 

Response Average Total 

SAAC as a vehicle of 

communication with the Athletic 

Administration 

 16% 5 
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Response Average Total 

Fundraising by SAAC for the 

“Make a Wish” Foundation 

 31% 10 

SAAC Meetings  16% 5 

Community Engagement  38% 12 

Total  100% 32/18 

How frequently did you take advantage of the programs for career and personal development offered by Alderson 

Broaddus University? 

Response Average Total 

Always  22% 4 

Most of the time  33% 6 

Rarely  28% 5 

Never  17% 3 
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Response Average Total 

Total  100% 18/18 

As a student-athlete did you participate in Alderson Broaddus University activities outside of athletics? 

Response Average Total 

Always  17% 3 

Most of the time  39% 7 

Rarely  39% 7 

Never  6% 1 

Total  100% 18/18 

As a student-athlete/general student did you feel safe on campus? 

Response Average Total 

Always  50% 9 
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Response Average Total 

Most of the time  39% 7 

Rarely  11% 2 

Total  100% 18/18 

As a student-athlete/ general student why did you or why do students leave campus for social activities? 

Response 

The activities that I chose to do were not available on campus 

There aren’t many opportunities for social activities. 

There are no social activities on campus besides hanging in a dorm room and getting harassed by 

security. 

Dry campus 

Because the normal activities that happen on college campuses are banned at ab. As athletes we're 

putting in 40/50 hour work weeks then you think about it so when we want a night to distress and 

have some fun outside of our sport we get in trouble. It's the equivalent to an adult going out for 

drinks with coworkers after work. They had a long day and just want to unwind. Same principle. 

We're adults paying tuition to attend the university. We should have some leisure freedom. 

There is not much to do/ alcohol policies. 
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Response 

To be able to drink without the fear of being written up. 

Just to get away from everything. Also, AB's Prohibition somewhat forces students to drink off 

campus. 

Afraid to get written up or charged for doing social things on campus 

There are many strict rules here. 

More fun. 

sometimes needed a change of environment 

because there is nothing to do here 

during weekend there is never much going on. 

To interact with new people 

Nothing in Philippi 

The school offers many programs for students, but most of them happen during the school week. 

There are not a whole lot of events that happen on weekends. Sometimes it is also just being able to 

get away from school for a while and being able to to deal with stress. 

This place is boring and you get in trouble for the dumbest things 

Name 3 people that you could seek out for assistance regarding drug use, alcohol use, psychological assistance, 

or personal safety issues? 
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Response 

Chad hostler 

Ned Kelley 

Matt Sisk 

OSA 

Friends brothers coach 

Coach, Athletic Trainer and Friend 

Never had the issue so I'm not sure but any coach most likely. 

N/A 

Coach, Chad Hostetler, The AT Staff. 

Chad Hostetler, Kari Sisk, Dave Falleta 

Coach, Chad, Professors 

Chad, coaches, security 

n/a 

Chad, Coach, Teammate 

my coach, my AT, and AD 
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Response 

Friends, sister 

Counselor 

RA 

Coaches 

Counselor 

Coach 

Professors 

Every student can seek out Chad Hostetler, you could go to your coach, or faculty. 

coach, a friend, my teacher 

Were your experiences here at Alderson Broaddus University what you thought they would be? 

Response 

Yea 

No they were not what I thought they would be. 

Not really 

Yes 

Yeah but was way more strict than expected. It's college and I had more freedom in highschool. 
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Response 

No. 

Absolutely 

Yes. 

Yes 

yes 

No. 

yes 

Not at all 

Not sports wise. Everything else, sure. 

They were great! 

I don’t think that our sport has good facilities 

Yes, I really enjoyed my time here at ABU. 

most of the time 

How can we make the athletic program and experience better for student-athletes who are to follow in your 

footsteps? 
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Response 

Improve facilities of the little teams. Tennis, softball, baseball, swimming all need major 

improvements 

Get a swim coach that actually cares about his swimmers. Also stop firing the good coaches that 

weren’t able to recruit. Get a pool heater that actually works.  

A lot of athletes are lied to and mislead for recruiting purposes. Recruit athletes instead of recruiting 

for student enrollment 

Make sure they know the importance of time management. 

Improve facilities,team equipment, add funding. 

Hire Coaches who are qualified and recruit players to continue comepetetting at high level, who are 

committed and do not need to be asked to go the extra mile. 

N/A 

Priority needs to be distributed more evenly across the different sports. 

Update machines in weight room, and have it open more times for people to stay active. Be more 

lenient with certain things that happens on campus so people are not afraid to have fun 

none 

Look into the school accreditation and debt. 

I think continuing getting student athletes involved from the beginning of their time here at AB. 

it needs to be more professional 
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Response 

Coaches that are also role models. Sports should be able to teach life lessons as well 

Good the way it is 

Keep the same coach for longer than a year 

The only thing that would be great for the student athletes in the future would be coach consistency. 

I also realize however, that this is not always something that can be controlled. 

air conditioning 

If you were being recruited again, would you choose Alderson Broaddus University? Why or why not? 

Response 

If I got to keep my memories from the past 4 years, yes. If I was recruited for soccer or tennis again, 

no. 

No I would not choose ABU for athletics because we went through 7 coaches in my four years here 

at AB. We had some really good coaches that got dismissed because they weren’t able to recruit but 

were really good at coaching. The swim team wasn’t seen as a priority at the school like other 

teams.  

No. to much politics, playing athletes to lock recruiting areas, players whose parents donate, 

program is failing, social life sucks, it's a good school if you are a non athlete with little concern for 

social life. 

Yes, because I had a great experience 

Probably not. Although I had a wonderful experience there. I'd probably attending a university that 

had more to offer financially, academically, and recreationally. 
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Response 

If there was another coach. If the weight room was updated. If the school offered meal plans that 

were appprorpiate for an athlete and available more times during the day, if there was more things to 

do around campus. 

Yes. The golf schedule and places we played were incredible. The school was the perfect size, and 

the exercise science/AT program was exactly what I was looking for. 

No. If I was an unbiased high school senior, there are far better options in the immediate surrounding 

area that I could attend at a far lesser cost. Additionally, I wouldn't have to worry about the school 

being on probation and what consequences that may hold. 

I would because I enjoyed my time here, but I would like a different experience so I would not. 

yes 

I would not, due to the athletic staff and the scholarship money given. 

I would. 

No. the program is not what I expected a collegiate program to be 

No, due to the lack of good coaching. They do not care about talent they only care about numbers. 

No I would try to go to a bigger school 

No.. due to the facilities 

I would because it allowed me to enter directly into the nursing program if I successfully completed 

the prerequisite classes. 
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Response 

Yes, small safe school 

How many varsity letters did you earn? 

Response Average Total 

1  22% 4 

4  61% 11 

More than 4  17% 3 

Total  100% 18/18 

Were you a starter during your senior year? 

Response Average Total 

Yes  100% 18 

No 0 



SENIOR ATHLETE SURVEY RESULTS 2018 37 

Response Average Total 

Total  100% 18/18 

Please rate your overall athletic experience at Alderson Broaddus University? 

Response Average Total 

Excellent  17% 3 

Very Good  28% 5 

Good  33% 6 

Average  22% 4 

Total  100% 18/18 

To what extent did participation in athletics assist you in being able to acquire, analyze, apply, 

and evaluate information in order to solve problems. 

Response Average Total 

Rarely  6% 1 
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Response Average Total 

Occasionally  33% 6 

Frequently  33% 6 

Almost Always  28% 5 

Total  100% 18/18 

To what extent did participation in athletics assist you in learning to communicate information through written, 

verbal, and visual forms? 

Response Average Total 

Never  6% 1 

Rarely  22% 4 

Occasionally  11% 2 

Frequently  39% 7 
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Response Average Total 

Almost Always  22% 4 

Total  100% 18/18 

To what extent did participation in athletics assist you in learning to make decisions that are reasoned, informed, 

and respectful of others views? 

Response Average Total 

Rarely  17% 3 

Occasionally  22% 4 

Frequently  50% 9 

Almost Always  11% 2 

Total  100% 18/18 

To what extent did participation in athletics allow you to interact with ideas and people from different 

backgrounds, perspectives, and cultures? 
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Response Average Total 

Occasionally  28% 5 

Frequently  56% 10 

Almost Always  17% 3 

Total  100% 18/18 

To what extent did participation in athletics allow you to engage in service to varied communities? 

Response Average Total 

Never  6% 1 

Rarely  17% 3 

Occasionally  44% 8 

Frequently  28% 5 

Almost Always  6% 1 
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Response Average Total 

Total  100% 18/18 

 Briefly state any final thoughts that you would like to share regarding your overall experience, including factors 

that may not have been asked throughout this survey. Again, this is optional, but yet highly encouraged! 

Response 

The past two years here have been a disappointment. The food here is terrible for athletes. The pools 

chemicals burned our skin and made some people lose hair on their bodies. Was not safe for us to be 

swimming in. The coach made us continue to swim in it after we expressed our concern for our 

health. 

Freshman year I was recruited and was told tuition was frozen for 4 years, after 2, tuition got jacked 

up and was told the 4 years started 2 years before I enrolled. I was lied to. Every year I had some 

new bill. My expected debt increased by 10 thousand dollars. Credits do not transfer anywhere. I felt 

stuck. Academics did nothing for my job placement. Small school and I'm left searching for a job 

with  no help from the school. I can't even get a straight answer for certification in my field. I am 

again left trying to figure out on my own what I need to become licensed and certified. Very 

unhappy with my decision to come to AB.  

Look into hiring a new head coach. 

Nearly everyone in the athletic department was easy to approach and I was confident that if I ever 

needed anything or if I ever had concerns, someone in the building could help me. I always felt 

comfortable speaking with any coaches or administrators.  




